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“Education policy” ,
South China Morning
Post, 1970-08-13.

Educati li
8ir—Tn & statement Issued 1. Doee the Director know schools close through finan-
B e chor af for certau which children de- aial dificulties? (Note: in fe
Education s reported to have sire which do not desire year 1868-1969, the mumber
gaid (inter alia): Iree education? of new primary school places
“The new aim for the 3. Deoes the Director know prmm]gd wos about B0,000,

post-primary sector recelving hnw mnn.? students are likely against a qunm- of & mﬂlion

co from Government to be displaced from private studying private
f.”'m non-subsidised  sehools  be- subsidised s:hon!.!),
{1} In the full expectation cause of the rent spiral thus 5. Has the Dircetor
that it will be possible to Increasing the demand for the large number (possibly
pffer, by 1971, an aided -pri- subsidised achooling? - a3 many as 100.000) of young
mary education to all ehild- 3, Has the Director esti- children running the sireets,
Ten desiring it...." mated the r-umber of places wurlﬂng in teashops and fac-
Now 1 have no ohjection to L'hat may be for o rma or helping to ‘.I.oul: nt—
wniversal free primary edu- ehildren md.‘ﬂn! in resettle- {er the babiea while

rimary edu~ ment roof-top sch mlsahmld. mathers go to wark, wheth
e, o Gl A e e [ e e mcam:;
Director's mtsmen:wrﬁm due to depleted mmbm 6. Iz & child's “desire” &

e en gided g.med hy lack of subsldy?  suitable  principle upen
pmmnll'! edueation 1"’ all the Director whjeh to base an education-
children D‘ﬁm}ZN'G i guurmtee thet there are gpportunity policy?

'rhe statement i3 t00 places for about 240,000 child- My resson for asking thess
vague, too  subjective, T rem studylng in privale non- questions is this: statements
would u-mme e to ask subsidized primary schools, from the Edueatlon Depart=
the Diractor live direct should they all “deslre” free ment pnim. oo optimistic a

¥ o or should  those and ignore the prob-

talerated unp]li.l equal chences
are glven to all, children and

thelr teachers.
Eliminating fees in Govern- .

in these iypes of
fubsldised end the nen-
svrsicised

E. Enuort,

14 South China Momng Post,1965-06-20 ©
15 ERFSHREFBILKE —RREZE o (EGHT) > 196547 H3H -
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Pointa to be raised in a letter to Mr, K., Marks and Mr, 3.T. Ferd, at the Urbtan
Couneil, 10th. Mareh, 1971,

1, Pravision of "free education for all" cdoes nct include 20 - 20% in private
schoole that receive no subaidy.
2, %o prowisicn is made for an unknown number of children not able to go tc
achool &t all because they zust work, or lock after babiss while the.parents werk,
3. Compulsory sducation must face the quastion of either a living wage or social
welfare esslstance,
4. Inequalities in the teashing profession:
(a) Government teachers with fringe benefite, pensicns, housing schemes,
“ree medical treatment,
(t) Subsidized school téanhers with the same pay as (a) but no fringe benefits.
{c¢) Private non-subsidized school teachers who have %o work twe Jjobs to live,
(d) Permitted teachers in subsidized achools, deing the same work as their .
colleagues for half the sslary., Thede iteachers cannot get into the In-
Service Training course unless they have a school certificsts pass in
English - even if they want to teash Chinese!
{e) The wonderful new plan to introduce ancther class, starting at $150 less
but rising higher, {rening out some inggualities but creating others.
How car morale be high with five different mets of weorking conditions far the

same job - nct to mentions sex diseriminatien!

5. The heawvy emphasis on exazinatisns - at Primary 6, then the "eivil service

Eé exanination", :

= 6. The unreassonable emphesis on English, even for those whe want to teach seisznce
i or other subjecte, even Chimess. A child not gocd at Englich loses interest
: and may hecome a geng member, or may even commit suicide if pressures are too
Ti high,

E2

i

F3

JEN

19 The choice of the subjeet of education is dhe to the intersst the M,P.s said they
fz had in education.
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18 B, Elliott
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“Point to be raised in a letter to Mr. K. Marks and Mr. B. T. Ford, at the Urban
Council, 10th March, 1971” (HEXRZF I EiR{H)

Blind _poli‘cy

Sir,—The letter from the
Director of Education, Mr
Canning (SCM Post, Aug. 1T)
in regard to free and alded
primary education is very
interesting, though misleading
to most of the general public.
It's interesting to me because
I am the superviser of two
large Chinese primary school
— according to the Education
Department, “very  good
schools”, Each has over 1,100
children studying in two ses-
sions, each filled to capacity.

Though both long ago
applied for a subsidy it ‘has
been refused us in both in=
stances because, “there are
sufficient seats in the area for
every child who wants a
subsidised  school  place”.
Though our students would
like to have a good, free (or
cheap) education they are
denied it because, “there are
sufficient subsidised primary
school places”. What non-
sense!

The most serious of the
situations is at the school
adjoining an old resettlement
estate. The total income of
most families does not exceed
HEK$450 per month, but the
parents must pay over $20 for
each of their children who
studies in our school. Need-
less to say our school gives
financial aid to countless num-
bers of them who cannot
afford such fees and would
otherwise not be able to attend
a school.

Our school gives this aid in
spite of the fact that our
income . is already barely
sufficient to0 meet operating
expenses and the huge annual
loan repayment (to Govern-
ment)!

The true situation then is
this (in this school and no
doubt in  other private
schools): ]

- — over 1,100 children whose
parents wish they could attend

a subsidised school with low

‘fees but who are denied the

opportunity, often because
they cannot pass the
(“illegal") entrance examina-
tions.
— families whose income is
?lllxgady i,n?uﬂlcie.nt to S\ipport
r regular expenses trying
to serimp and save to send

them to our 'i“‘a‘texpensive

school”.

— income of the school

~ hardly sufficient to both pay

good salaries to hire good
teachers and repay the Gov-
ernment for their generous
building loan.

— @ hopeless future — loan
repayment responsibility con-
tinuing, teachers' salaries
rising and income continuing
the same or less.

Wouldn't it be “strange” if
schools such as these, built
with Education Department
encouragement and Govern-
ment financial help were to
close their doors because of
policies of the same Education
Department and Government?

Wouldn't the words of the
men in high places ring a
strange. echo? — “free pri-
mary education for all who
want it by 1970: there are
enough aided seats for those
who want them; it seems the
assessment. of ,the. publie
demand for Government and
aided seats is about right”

The assessment of the publie
demand is not about right.
Such statements tempt me to
urge 1,100 parents to go
register at the local subsidised
schoels and see what they
would be told!) There are
not enough aided seats! There

.15 no free education for those

who want it!

Mr Canning, why not get
accurate flgures Coll~
cerning  the number of
children in the various areas?
Why not ask if parents would
prefer a $2-3 school fee for
their children in our school?
Or eclse, why not tell the
whole truth when you speak
of “free primary education':
say, free education for the 80
per cent (approx.) who are

-most intelligent. . ,expensive
education for the 4-3 per cent
!who are wealthy and prefer

expensive private education
. . and expensive education

.'( (or none) for the 15 per cent-

(approx,) who can't get their
children into aided schools
:.nd yet can hardly afford high

ees,

*It's to be hoped that the
many fine things the Educa-
tion Department has achieved
in HK will not be over-
shadowed by this unfair, blind

policy. : &8
A Covcernep Epucazor: |

ol

“Blind policy” ,
South China
Morning Post, 1970-
08-25.
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John Canning and
childhood desires

In a statement issued on August 5, the Director of Education John Canning
is reported to have said:

“The new aim for the postp]'::mmary sector receiving assistance from Government is as

followa:— nye uip obi whuuml_s
we P
-1 ATF L
(1) In the full expecta- e “{,‘;’: fiE posepHa R M I
s eebipe s Readers’ ai
pesaible {o offer, by ment worriea me .
i - Hy 3

gm An wided prl-
1871, an aided pri- He cdneation o 1 T weuld therefore lle i schools  lose
mary education to all  TRY . FrEeriieg the divecler to give  Bnaneisl difculfies?
4‘h1|1l‘Eﬂ deairing Tn‘ w ment 15 100 VEEUE, dJ.m:_l_ answers 10 thess (Maie: in the year 1968— '
it . subjerti e i 1!46? the nmber ol new
—— @ Doe director know  primar Tluz
far eertaln which ohildren prm-ldcd WaE aboul
desire and which do mot B, 000, ata.mst R guatte
desire free ednction? of & millen studying in
- Daes the direemr kmow rivil b
Do stuide: are sohanls).
Tkal ]y w he dlmlscvd a Hes thie- director asked
Jfrom  private  nonesub- u:ej.ugenumhero {poaal-
sidised achools begawse of Dy me"many-as. 1000007
the rent spival, thus In- “uu-’ children runnini
©  eresslng the demsnd for the etreets,
gubsidised sehocling? tenshoze and factosies, &
" helping to Jopk wPer the
Suitable’ bibies while thelr mothere
mlo work, whether they
LI Hns ﬂ!E d'-mﬂ“ P—“-l dcslrc"‘ trw_:n%ntlm“f

e &
Dl&H that m&? ’ﬂé re sulhble prinelple  wpem
i.n m far_children shldr- whivh tu base an m

dpsc'h'l-l &wlﬂmmmmam I.aese

latter be forced 0 cloce e st,ons i.z_cu..u

due E&o &ﬂ::dr nua‘;rs Statements fromn tae Educa-

- CAaL B oy ol &ul &3 i T aiol
b i 1 ion  Department

ua aptimiz
i ramenthﬂlhsau und igmore tha probicms
oces for about muno of private schools and the
studring In eged

': condizlons
vale non-snbellised Dri under which theic child-
:lﬂrrd:lwb ;hu-ld thnt Ten  Study B weir

E(BRERBBREBRNPRE —RRHEZ2E) > (EFHE) *1965FETH3H
TF : “John Canning and childhood desires” , The China Mail, 1970-08-19.

= ACRHENF AN

EHRBEBRTEORARBEI HHERCRBULTERE ° 1972 F 7 K
NHST2HEEE > KBIEMTP—EFR =220 > URFIGIUATHE o )i,
& BBEBSERERHE - AT BEINF BB FEMERET - ERH
HEBMERARBN - BEEAEAMFFRGIBER o B aiEiEar B Rk
1,044 JTRIEEZE 889 7T /W"\“?Hfr& M E L EUH B ORI BT E A B 5E
THORNME  BHER+TDTm o

HEHBENBEELREEL  NTERELTER » BREFREA TERE
B~ ERMG ) BIORE > HEBERRZEEITE - BINHEEBRAEBERE
B ARTHROMERERS ERENEILFEERGFE A TTEL I
BB - HMMIHBREAY T8 FREm S8 T/ 2ERHAEERE
RFEAE » BUNAITEIR B iE— 2 S R B PR SRR R & - IR
S HEMPIN I EITE o °

ﬁ%%ui_f%iﬁEfﬂ%t%%’é”ﬁzﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂzii ISR — S E A EIB IR
38 XA ERIERMBRAE - AMEZRURMAENRIFE - BHEEN AT
FAEE P mAE - %Tifﬂm 1975 F2EMTHNLFREHEBR > HEREE
TTFRETBHRELABLAENER » TEBRSHMNEEER » FMAA
1eH#EAT TEEEII) (Staff Development) o B HHUEINEE BT RIZFH > B
REANEBHIREE TE » BASEHBEFRm > EREEHESENGE B
ZER BN EREEEFEAHIR o

BE X ERER 1970 FEAETHEZERMRERFAMFFMEE » it

16 <t mE= AU ERUEFEEPREED o (EEEWR) 0 1972F 11 A 27 H -

17 BEAC  CBBEE TR | (CRRIE RS RETEED - MR - B R | (BB
BLHE) (B HEAETE 0 2004 ) » H 36 ; B HE D.G. Jeaffreson, “A reply from the
government”( IR EHEZE 14-2) ©

18 RFEEE (- #ak eEEnEeg - CLEEER) (B BBENTRZHRE » 2016 )
H 267-281 °

19 <EHTREGETEE KT AR 197144 19 H ©

20 tHERAFEFBAENREEHERE  WEFBRRAMTHAER TR B
JBE > DUERERTER S > JRELE ST T R L BRI @ B RS o RMEE | B
HE - THRL AR (FRAPIREER RN - GREREINEE IR A FREREED) (B
FEWHE L 0 2009 4F) 0 H 97-118

21 HEmEETRIEEY o CTAE®R) 197144519 H ©

s

J\

Bl
2

=

1@

E2
=
7
59

165



